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colours have faded from the sky, a luminous blue enshrouds
the world that is the more beautiful in contrast to the garish
splendour,

"has wondering, Bash Agha,whetherlamatthe beginning
of a new Be, or if it is the end?"

With a gesture of his long supple hands, suggestive almost
of prayer, and implying his complete surrender to the Divine
purpose, the Arab chieftain answers with fatalistic resignation,
one word;
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Whatever is to be, is written,")

